Repatriation
Of
Private Robert Laws
Lance corporal David Dennis
Lance Corporal Dane Elson
Capt Ben Babington-Browne
 And
Trooper Christopher Whiteside
On
Friday, 10th July, 2009 
Wootton Bassett 
On parade on the south side of the road – 
Eighteen Standards on parade all from a large number of different Associations. 
The Light Dragoons were represented by about 20 officers and a large number of other ranks. 
Other serving military personnel were also present together with an exceptionally large crowd of veterans. 
The reports I received stated that the turnout was the largest ever and impossible even to give an approximate head count, to such an extent that it was very difficult to move around the town centre. 
Police Station (A420) 
On parade – 
One Royal Marine Association - Standard 
One Royal Marine Association member
One Royal Air Force Association member 
Approximately seventy Police Officers and Civilian Staff from the Police Station
Twenty-five fire fighters and 4 Engines Very large crowd of civilians
 
United Kingdom Defence Academy (A420) 
Two Standards on parade – 
Royal Marine Association – Guildford Branch
Royal Marine Association – Poole Branch 
Plus – 
Major Hasting RM (Rtd) & Mrs Hasting
Eleven Royal Marine Association members 
An exceptionally large crowd of civilians and serving members of the Armed Forces turned out and joined us for the route lining. 
The serving members of the Armed Forces included – 
A Royal Navy Captain
Lieutenant Colonel – Royal Logistical Corps
Wing Commander RAF
Seven Majors from various Regiments                
Total number at this location and on the opposite side of the road totalled over one hundred persons. 
The Royal Marine veterans present made a ‘team’ decision and told the assembled officers that we would consider it an honour if one of their numbers would take the parade. 
Major Chris Sankers (Royal Engineers) was nominated and fulfilled that duty, and afterwards the RMA members expressed their thanks. 
            Afterwards, many retired to the ‘College Farm Pub’  
            Photograph attached of the ‘Poole Mafia’ with the Pub Manager. 
Folly Lay-by (A420 junction A417) 
The Union Flag was on display 
Two Standards on parade – 
Royal British Legion – Farringdon Branch
Royal British Legion – Shrivenham Branch 
Also on parade about 50 persons, including the Mrs Beth Fleming, the Vice Chair of Vale of White Horse District Council.
 John Radcliffe Hospital 
Eleven Standards on parade – 
Together with the ‘Regimental Banner’ of the – 
Royal Dragoon Guards Association 
It was estimated that about 200 former service personnel and civilians were on parade.  
The Lord Mayor of Oxford Mary Clarkson and Police Superintendent Andy Murray were also in attendance. 
And guess what, the tea, coffee and soup was once again supplied by our stalwarts in the local Constabulary.  Thank you very much. 
RAF Operations (Lyneham) 
As usual the staff at RAF Lyneham came up trumps with Squadron Leader McGuiness with providing us with accurate timings, enabling efficient coverage along the route. 
This information also allowed us to monitor the passage of the cortege along the route and feed the information into a direct link in the UK Defence Academy, resulting in a large number of their staff and students joining us outside establishment on the A420                      
Thank you RAF 
Final Comment. 
Whilst travelling up to our parade point yesterday (outside the Defence Academy) we were listening on the car radio to discussions concerning the day’s events at Wootton Bassett.  Several people being interviewed expressed views that similar things should be done at other places.  The interviewers and interviewees had no idea what actually goes on along the A420 between Swindon and Oxford. 
Regards 
Derek ‘Blondie’ Boorn
42 Commando
Royal Marines 1956 – 1958. 
On behalf of the Royal Marines Association
[image: ]
Thanx Rod
image1.jpeg




