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MOD Police reunite Marines with stolen medals
 
MOD Police (MDP) have reunited Royal Marines with 33 stolen medals, including Operational Service Medals for Afghanistan and Iraq, after leading an investigation which resulted in the prosecution of two suspects.
 

Detective Sergeant (DS) Giles Hook, who oversaw the investigation into the thefts, visited Bickleigh Barracks in Plymouth, Devon, to hand back the medals.

Among the 25 grateful recipients was Sergeant David Strickson, whose medals had been recovered from a collector in Perth, Australia DS Hook said: 
"We're delighted that we've been able to recover these medals and ensure that they've been returned to their rightful owners. The two men who were responsible for their theft and sale are both now serving prison sentences but it is even more satisfying that we've been able to take this extra step to give back much of what was taken."
The investigation into the theft began in early July 2007, after the MDP were alerted by 42 Commando Royal Marines at Bickleigh that an Operational Service Medal for Afghanistan was being offered for sale on the internet auction site, eBay.
MDP enquiries confirmed the medal was one of a package of 31 similar campaign medals that had arrived at the barracks, but which had subsequently gone missing. It was also established that the eBay seller had acquired his medal in good faith, at a Medals Fair.
As the enquiry progressed, more Service personnel contacted the MDP to make complaints about the theft of their medals; some of which had been stolen during burglaries of the barrack block rooms.
The medals included Operational Service Medals for Afghanistan and Iraq, United Nations medals, Long Service and Good Conduct medals, Queen's Jubilee medals, a Northern Ireland Campaign Service Medal, a Kosovo campaign medal and a rarely awarded Accumulated Campaign Service Medal.
DS Hook said:
"We wanted to recover as many medals as possible and our enquiries led us to a dealer in Perth, Western Australia, who had paid, in good faith, in the region of £8,400 for a variety of different campaign medals."
Lieutenant Colonel Woody Page, of the Royal Marines, at Naval Command Headquarters, Portsmouth, said:
"These medals mean a great deal to the men to which they are awarded - their value goes far beyond their monetary worth. Replacements can be made but to get these originals back is absolutely fantastic. We are very grateful to the MDP for both bringing the perpetrators to justice and returning these treasured possessions."
Two suspects were identified and in September 2007 both men were arrested on suspicion of theft and handling stolen goods respectively, later being sentenced at Plymouth Crown Court having pleaded guilty at a previous hearing.
The Ministry of Defence Police is a civilian Police Force numbering some 3,500 officers and operating across the MOD estate in support of the armed services and the Defence Mission. It is a different organisation to the Service Police and should not be referred to as Military Police.
Quote from  “This Is Cornwall”,
.  "A FORMER Royal Marine who stole medals from colleagues at their barracks was jailed yesterday for three-and-a-half years.
Craig Firth, 23, appeared at Plymouth Crown Court with his uncle by marriage, 34-year-old Geoffrey Jenkin, who sold them on eBay.
Jenkin was jailed for two-and-a-half years by Judge Paul Darlow, who told the defendants: "It is difficult to put into words how despicable this conduct was."
The judge said what the men did "lifts it beyond the normal breach of trust".
