
Begin forwarded message:

From: David Hughes <gongdonkey@btinternet.com>
Date: 6 February 2009 01:13:37 GMT
To: cllr.barby.dashwood-hall@wealden.gov.uk
Cc: Jim.VandenBos@wealden.gov.uk
Subject: Planning permission

Dear Cllr. Dashwood-Hall,

I am in receipt of an e-mail from a former colleague (showing a reply sent by Mr. Van den Bos) which also referred me to an article in a national tabloid (which I would not have normally seen) regarding your response in the case of refusal of planning permission for purpose built accommodation for Marine Joe Townsend on land owned by his Grandfather.

If the said newspaper is accurately quoting you, then your phrase "It's petty, but it's the rules" is very true ...... it appears to be petty beyond the average person's understanding.  I was always in sympathy with the phrase "Rules are for the guidance of wise men and the obedience of fools"!  Young men such as Marine Townsend have experienced death, severe injuries and traumas every single year since the end of W.W. 2 in 1945 ( indeed 1968 was the only year  since then when we as a nation have had no recorded military fatalities on active service on behalf of this country) and have continually seen "the military pact" with government downgraded and scrapped by successive administrations (as demonstrated by the closure of specialist military hospitals), yet they still volunteer whilst people like you and I are at home watching it on television with the casualty statistics barely causing us to blink. Your council's actions in this matter should, in my personal opinion, be a matter of shame, not regret.

It is very difficult for someone like myself, standing at arm's length from this affair, to understand the thought processes involved in yourself and those council colleagues who caused you to use the casting vote in this regard, but it seems to me - again just my personal opinion - a classic case of "nimbyism" and the state of affairs as demonstrated in the book "The Rise of the Political Class" by Peter Oborne. I do hope that you and your colleagues can look Marine Townsend in the eye as you walk by him in the street - of course, you will have to bend down to do so as he will be the one in the wheelchair ! I do hope the view that you have protected with this decision is far more beautiful than the one Marine Townsend had when he came round from the operation and glanced to where his legs used to be !

I do hope that there is a great deal more thought given to this matter and the decision is reconsidered.

Good luck at the next council elections, Councillor - I feel that you are going to need it in order to retain your seat.

Yours sincerely

David Hughes (former Royal Marine)
DN10 6DX

Reply, Standard Auto Reply Service;

This Council has received an unprecedented number of enquiries regarding the planning application for Royal Marine Joe Townsend.  We appreciate their concerns in what is a highly emotive issue and we are doing our best to reply to everyone.
 
We think it is important that everyone who knows about Joe's case fully understands both the reason for this Council's decision on January 8 and the current situation.  Whilst this Council is fully committed to providing help and assistance to representatives of all our armed forces who have been injured in the service of this Country, we also have a duty to balance any proposals for new development with the strongly held wishes of the community in Wealden to protect our rural environment.
 
The Council has made it clear throughout that they are prepared to negotiate with Joe and his family to secure independent local accommodation for Joe.  We have suggested a number of alternative proposals which we are discussing with the planning agent and family representatives.
 
All staff and councillors fully support the need to find a solution to Joe's housing needs.  We remain committed to working with the family to help find a satisfactory outcome.





















From: David Hughes <gongdonkey@btinternet.com>
Date: 6 February 2009 17:44:43 GMT
To: "Jim Van den Bos" <jim.vandenbos@wealden.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Joe Townsend

Thank you for your reply - unfortunately it is difficult to accept this is anything other than a "Nato bog standard" reply to avoid a comment that may be deemed prejudicial to the situation........ I've seen it word for word on previous messages copied to me in this regard. Again, shameful. If you cannot deal with my e-mail in anything but a routine, pre-decided "round robin" manner.

I am not part of the rolling and growing response to your decisions, just a former Royal Marine who is disgusted and dismayed by the type of both National and Local government demonstrated increasingly since the latter days of the previous Tory administration and so vividly demonstrated since 1997. 

Remember, you people are there to serve the electorate and provide services - we are not there for your benefit.

And you wonder why people no longer feel that it's worth going to the ballot box?  

Fortunately, for both local and National government in this country, the British tend to be a more stoic people than, say, the French, Italians, Spanish or Greek peoples - the possibilities there if your council (and indeed, this government) was involved would probably make your eyes water !

I sincerely recommend that you read "The Triumph of the Political Class" by Peter Oborne - it may make you rethink your apparent arrogance and dismissive attitudes

David Hughes (former Royal Marine)
DN10 6DX



















Reply, Standard Auto Reply Service;

This Council has received an unprecedented number of enquiries regarding the planning application for Royal Marine Joe Townsend.  We appreciate their concerns in what is a highly emotive issue and we are doing our best to reply to everyone.
 
We think it is important that everyone who knows about Joe's case fully understands both the reason for this Council's decision on January 8 and the current situation.  Whilst this Council is fully committed to providing help and assistance to representatives of all our armed forces who have been injured in the service of this Country, we also have a duty to balance any proposals for new development with the strongly held wishes of the community in Wealden to protect our rural environment.
 
The Council has made it clear throughout that they are prepared to negotiate with Joe and his family to secure independent local accommodation for Joe.  We have suggested a number of alternative proposals which we are discussing with the planning agent and family representatives.
 
All staff and councillors fully support  the need to find a solution to Joe's housing needs.  We remain committed to working with the family to help find a satisfactory outcome. 
 
 









From: David Hughes <gongdonkey@btinternet.com>
Date: 6 February 2009 20:00:45 GMT
To: cllr.barby.dashwood-hall@wealden.gov.uk
Cc: Jim Van den Bos <Jim.VandenBos@wealden.gov.uk>
Subject: Fwd: Planning permission

Dear Cllr. Dashwood-Hall,

I am in receipt of the standard reply from Mr. Van den Bos (who was the cc. addressee) in response to my earlier e-mail but sadly, none from you.

Do you not have the courage of your convictions?

Again, an opposite idea of the courage shown by Marine Joe Townsend and his colleagues during the normal course of their duties, allowing someone else to reply with a standard statement but not commenting or putting your head above the parapet yourself. 

Do you not realise that really does make you seem like a person with no courage of their convictions or an ounce of decency to reply to a perfectly acceptable communication!

You cast the deciding vote and, whilst there is no requirement to explain to me with me living in Yorkshire and not being one of your electorate, I would have supposed that common courtesy would have required you to do so, given the national coverage of this - in my personal opinion - sordid affair. Not even a nod at receiving the e-mail!

I would hope that, if you have children, they are never in Marine Joe Townsend’s position with you having the deciding vote. It is an interesting hypothesis, do you not think?

Yours sincerely

David Hughes
DN10 6DX

(Barby Never Replies, not even Auto-Reply)














