Marine stole Comrades' medals
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A FORMER Plymouth Royal Marine has admitted stealing and selling on service medals worth thousands of pounds from comrades-in-arms.

Craig Firth, 23, yesterday appeared at Plymouth Crown Court, where he pleaded guilty to stealing medals from his fellow Royal Marines at Bickleigh Barracks between 2005 and last year.

Firth admitted between September 2006 and March last year he burgled the room of Samuel Arnold and stole medals worth £1,000.

Between April and October last year he entered the room of another Marine and stole a set of medals awarded to him and worth £460, while in March last year he stole a medal awarded to Geoffrey Southall-Owen for long service and good conduct which was worth £76.

Between September 2005 and July 2006 Firth took an Iraq operation service medal, worth £466, belonging to Raymond Lowrie.
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Firth also admitted stealing a package of 31 medals belonging to the Ministry of Defence while working in a post-room.

He pleaded guilty to two further theft charges, of stealing items worth £968. They included a hand- held PC, digital camera and sat-nav belonging to the Ministry of Defence, and items such as a tent, plaques and hip-flasks from the stores of 42 Commando Royal Marines, between October 2006 and September last year.

Firth further admitted three charges of obtaining money transfers by deception – selling for a total of £13,415 medals which did not belong to him.

Firth now lives at Eliston Gardens, Porthleven, Helston, in Cornwall,

Appearing alongside him was 34-year-old Geoffrey Jenkin, of Trenethick Parc, Helston, who admitted disposal of the stolen medals through dealership.

Jenkin admitted two charges of handling stolen goods and three of obtaining money transfers by deception totaling £892.11.

Firth asked for two further offences of burglary and 16 further offences of theft to be taken into account, while Jenkin asked for five further handling offences to be taken into account.

Jenkin denied two other charges which the prosecution asked to be allowed to lie on file.

Both men were given unconditional bail to return to the Crown court for sentencing on October 22.

Judge Philip Wassell told the defendants: "These are undoubtedly serious offences which are likely to result in custody."

He ordered pre-sentence reports from the Probation Service, which he said would be taken into account, but warned Firth and Jenkin they must be 'realistic' about the sentences they were likely to receive.

